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Heartbeat
INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH March 6, 2016

Greetings to you, beloved of 
God, this first Sunday of March. 
One of the privileges of those who 
have been adopted into God’s 
family through faith is joining to-
gether in worship of our awesome 
Creator. As we unite before Him, 
let each of us be personally open 
and receptive to His Word and the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Don’t Forget to Pray
At some time we’ve all said, 

“Well, all we can do is pray.”
Surely that must sadden our 

heavenly Father, and surely we 
know better! Prayer should not be 
our last resort, but our first line of 
defense.

It doesn’t matter how old we 
are, or how much money we have, 
if God is our Father, prayer will 
make a difference.

Scripture tells us that in 
answer to prayer, God healed the 
sick, stopped the rain, fed the 
hungry, stopped the earth from 
turning on its axis for an hour, 
made a dry path through the Red 
Sea, brought water from a rock, 
confused enemies, opened wombs, 
unlocked jail doors, healed leprous 
skin, made the lame walk, gave 
courage, and raised the dead.

Dear ones, we must not forget 
to pray, or pray only after we have 
tried everything we can do in our 
own power.

Remember that our Lord said, 
“If you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain ‘Move from here to 
there’ and it will move. Nothing 
will be impossible for you” (Mat-
thew 17:20). 

Baptism
Our next baptism service will 

be held Sunday night, March 20. 
Make plans to witness this act of 
obedience to our Lord, in which 
the one being baptized is identi-
fied with Christ’s death, burial and 
resurrection. Baptisms are encour-
aging to the church family.

If you are a believer in Jesus 
Christ and have not yet identified 
yourself with Him through water 
baptism, pick up a copy of “Water 
Baptism: Truth or Tradition” by 
Gil Rugh. The booklets are free 
and are available in the lobby book 
racks. Then, call the church and 
ask for a baptism interview.

Daylight Saving Time
Be sure to set your clocks 

ahead before retiring on Saturday 
night, March 12.
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Joy in Christ

Dave and Cindy Nicholson
by Gale Engle

Dave Nicholson was raised 
in a loving home and says, “My 
parents became believers in their 
teens. They loved the Lord and 
desired to see their three sons 
become believers.”

When Dave was nine years 
old, the nation was riveted by the 
murder spree of Charles Manson. 
As information from the trial and 
Manson’s heinous crimes were 
televised, Dave got a whole new 
view of evil.

At the same time, Dave saw 
sin in his own life. He was convict-
ed by James 2:10: “For whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet stum-
bles in one point, he has become 
guilty of all,” and “But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with 
his brother shall be guilty before 
the court; and whoever says to his 
brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ 
shall be guilty before the supreme 
court; and whoever says, ‘You 
fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go 
into the fiery hell” (Matt. 5:22).

“I put this together and real-
ized that I was as evil as Charles 
Manson,” Dave said, “and I began 
having dreams of spending eter-
nity in hell. I told my mother about 
the nightmares and she shared 
God’s plan of salvation with me.”

Dave attended Bible camp 

Dave and Cindy Nicholson

that summer. “I already knew I 
was a sinner, separated from God. 
When the gospel was shared, I 
believed that God sent His Son 
to earth to die for my sins. I was 
overwhelmed with peace and grati-
tude.” Dave was a new creature 
in Christ and had a new joy in his 
heart.

Cindy Nicholson

Cindy grew up in Wahoo, 
Nebraska. She attended a Catholic 
school where she attended Mass 
five days a week as well as every 
Sunday. After high school gradu-
ation, she thought it seemed odd 
that after attending a Catholic 
school for 12 years, she still did 
not really know God. She felt 
empty inside and knew something 
was missing in her life. She would 
later come to understand that she 

Continued on page 5
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had a void that only God could fill. 
Cindy began reading the Bible. 

“I didn’t understand what I was 
reading and would often fall asleep 
with the Bible open. I prayed that 
God would not give up on me.”

Then a friend talked to Cindy 
about God and gave her a tract, 
The Four Spiritual Laws. “I sat 
down and read it right away,” she 
said. “I didn’t need any convincing 
that I was a sinner. The thing I had 
never heard before was Romans 
6:23: “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” I never knew there was a 
way I could know for sure I would 
go to heaven. “If you confess with 
your mouth Jesus as Lord, and be-
lieve in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be 
saved” (Romans 10:9).

The veil was removed from 
Cindy’s eyes and she saw her need 
for the Savior. She prayed imme-
diately and received forgiveness 
for all her past, present, and future 
sins. Cindy was a new creature in 
Christ. She had peace that surpass-
es understanding, joy in her heart, 
and a purpose in life! She loved 
her Savior and wanted to bring 
Him glory.

Cindy’s life was completely 
changed. She claims Psalm 40:1-3 
as her life verses: “I waited patient-

ly for the Lord; and He inclined to 
me and heard my cry. He brought 
me up out of the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry clay, and He set 
my feet upon a rock making my 
footsteps firm. He put a new song 
in my mouth, a song of praise to 
our God; Many will see and fear 
and will trust in the Lord.”

1983 Thanksgiving Banquet

“I saw Cindy across the room 
sitting by someone I knew,” Dave 
said. “I walked over to her table to 
get introduced.”

“Our first date was to the 1983 
Christmas concert” Cindy said. 
“We went out for supper after the 
concert and looked at slides from 
Dave’s mission trip in Africa.” 
Dave and Cindy were married in 
September, 1984.

Multiple Sclerosis

One night in 1994, Dave woke 
up and felt as if the left side of his 
body had been electrocuted. He 
got up and tried to walk down the 
stairs, but fell because the left side 
of his body was not working. He 
was later diagnosed with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS).

“For the first two years I had 
many normal days with occa-
sional MS flare ups,” Dave said. 
The disease progressed in 1997 
and he was no longer able to run. 
Although it continues to affect him 
physically, he looks to the Lord for 
strength and encouragement.

Continued from page 4
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Continued on page 6
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Dave says he would not have 
chosen MS. However, he has 
learned and grown in ways he nev-
er thought possible. “Before MS 
I had the pride of life. I thought I 
was invincible. I thought I could 
do anything. This disease causes 
me to depend on God even more. 
Now I know that I can do nothing 
without Him.”

As a couple, Dave and Cindy 
have never been bitter or angry 
about the disease even though they 
have both been burdened by the 
effects of MS on their family. Dave 
says, “Cindy has had to live out 
the vow from our wedding day, ‘in 
sickness and in health’ with great 
patience and love.”

Dave and Cindy have not for-

gotten the joy of their salvation—
Jesus Christ, and both claim Nehe-
miah 8:10: “The joy of the Lord is 
my strength.” They both have been 
able to share Jesus Christ with 
more fervor and compassion than 
before this affliction.

Dave says, “God gave me a 
wonderful life, fantastic wife, and 
loving family. At Indian Hills, we 
are blessed with an incredible body 
of believers that have supported us 
in so many ways through this op-
portunity of grace.” His life verse 
is Psalms 119:92, “If Your law had 
not been my delight, I would have 
perished in my affliction.”

Another verse that has special 
meaning to Dave and Cindy is 
Psalm 73:26 (KJV): “My flesh and 
my heart faileth; but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my por-
tion forever.”

Continued from page 5
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One Sacrifice by Gil Rugh

As we contemplate Christ’s 
death, burial and resurrection, 
it is important to remember that 
His sacrifice was unique. He did 
not carry out His sacrifice in an 
earthly tabernacle or in an earthly 
temple made with hands. Nor did 
He offer animals as the sacrifice 
for sin. Rather, He offered His own 
blood and body to God in heaven. 
Through the sacrifice of Himself, 
Jesus obtained eternal redemption 
for us.

The sacrifice of Christ was 
totally different from the sacrifices 
of the high priests in Israel. They 
had to offer sacrifices over and 
over, year after year.

Jesus Christ, our High Priest, 
offered one sacrifice, Himself, 
which secured eternal redemp-
tion for all who believe in Him. 
His sacrifice is never again to be 
repeated.

“And inasmuch as it is ap-
pointed for men to die once and 
after this comes judgment, so 
Christ also, having 
been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, 
shall appear a second 
time for salvation with-
out reference to sin, 
to those who eagerly 
await Him” (Heb. 9:27, 
28).

When Christ came 

to earth the first time, He offered 
one sacrifice for sin for all time.

He is coming to earth again, 
but it will not be to offer another 
sacrifice. Rather, it will be to usher 
in His eternal rule on earth. All 
who believe in Him will share in 
the glory of His reign in the king-
dom He will establish.

The completeness of Christ’s 
sacrifice is an exciting truth, “For 
by one offering He has perfected 
for all time those who are sancti-
fied” (Heb. 10:14). Believers have 
been perfected for eternity because 
they have been set apart by Jesus 
Christ. He has provided perfection 
for eternity in the presence of God 
through His death on the cross of 
Calvary.

The resurrection is God’s 
testimony that by the death of His 
Son on the cross He has secured 
righteousness and redemption for 
all who believe.
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Daddy Daughter Date Night
by Gail DeRiese

Daddy Daughter Date Night 
was held on Friday, February 12.  
The theme of the evening was 
“Clue: A ‘Who-Done-It’ About 
Salvation.” The girls and their dads 
enjoyed an evening of “clue gath-
ering,” starting with photographs 
and fingerprinting (for a picture 
frame) and then a banquet for the 
investigators. 

Vince Ganshorn spoke to the 
detectives about the evidence of 
the case. The evidence all around 
us of an all-powerful God, and 
about the evidence of our sin and 
our need of a Savior.  Finally, he 
noted that when we do trust Jesus 
to be our Savior, we are then aliens 
to this world (see 1 Peter 2:11).  

A hilarious skit with Miss 
Scarlet, Miss White, Miss Pea-
cock, and the rest of the Clue gang 
(played by the Girls of Grace ju-

nior leaders), had the girls gather-
ing clues about the behaviors they 
observed,  and after the play they 
discussed with Chris Thomas (the 
director) whether or not it pointed 
to being a Christian.  

The Daddy-Daughter detective 
combo finished out the evening by 
playing a silly version of “Clue,” 
travelling around to different rooms 
in the church, earning the right to 
enter the room by playing a silly 
game with each other, and then en-
tering the room to secretly ask the 
Clue character questions to deter-
mine which one stole Gil’s sermon!  

Our prayer is that throughout 
the evening the girls would have 
observed the love of Christ shining 
through their teachers and leaders, 
and that many would have consid-
ered the evidence of their need of a 
Savior, and accepted Christ.  
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When we think of God, we 
think of His great love. And yet, 
there is another aspect of God’s 
character that is just as great—His 
holiness.

Not only is God holy, but he 
requires that His children be holy 
too. One of the purposes of the 
Mosaic Law was to reveal God’s 
holiness and the lack of holiness in 
His people.

Join Pastor Gil Rugh as he 
considers the question, “What part 
does the Mosaic Law play in the 
Church today?”

Controversy over this ques-
tion raged in the Early Church and 
has continued to this day. There is 
much confusion over the purpose 
and intention of the Mosaic Law in 
the Church today. There are some 
who want to wed the Law of Mo-
ses to the Law of Christ. However, 

New Book from Gil
God’s Intention for the Mosaic Law

is that God’s purpose and inten-
tion?

God’s Intention for the Mosaic 
Law is free and available in the 
lobby book racks.
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Family News. 
Birth. Tyler and Lindsay An-
drews are the parents of a girl, 
Julia Claire, born January 6, 2016. 
Grandparents are Dick and Cindy 
Andrews and Yvonne Vermaas.
Hospitalized. Liz Voss was a pa-
tient at Bryan West Hospital. 
Hospitalized. Dick Smith was 
a patient at Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha.
New Address. Pat Imler is now 
living at 1330 Lincoln Mall Dr., 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
Thank You. I wish to thank the 
following people for their help in 
moving me to my new apartment: 
Jimmy Pelton, Aaron Nicholson, 
Dalton Dowding. Thanks also to 
Lynn McDaniel for cleaning my 
apartment.—Pat Imler

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied Jeremiah 31–32 and learned 
about the new covenant.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Daniel 1–2 and learned 
about God using Daniel to inter-
pret the king’s dream. The lesson 
goal is for students to be warned or 
comforted by God’s sovereign plan 
for human history. 

Information
Information Deadline for the 
March 13 newsletter is March 8.

Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, March 8 from 8 a.m.–
6:30 p.m.
Welcome Bags are available for 
first time visitors. If you brought 
a visitor today, be sure to visit the 
information center with them so 
they will receive their Welcome 
Bag.
Are you thinking of homeschool-
ing your children? Are you new 
to homeschooling and have ques-
tions or need encouragement? If 
so, please consider joining us for 
a homeschool help night at 3831 
Cape Charles Court on Tuesday, 
March 8 from 6-8 p.m. Nick and 
Kathleen Lenzen from the Ne-
braska Christian Home Educators 
Association will be there as well as 
veteran and current homeschool-
ing parents in different phases of 
their homeschooling journey to 
answer questions about the state 
regulations, curriculum options, 
how to fit everything in or any 
other questions that you may have.  
Please RSVP to Jennifer Lenzen at 
402-435-0877 or Kathleen Lenzen 
at 402-423-4297 if you plan to at-
tend. This meeting is intended for 
parents only; childcare will not be 
provided.
Issues in Our Contemporary 
World meets Wednesdays from 
7–8 p.m. in room 1414. Donald Go-
ertzen is teaching on Eretz Israel–
the Land. Everyone is welcome.
How We Got Our Bible. John 
Carey will be teaching part 2 
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Last Week’s Message
Feb. 28 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1831. 
Made New to Live New Together. 2 
Corinthians 13:11-14
Feb. 28 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 1943. 
Be Armed With the Mindset of 
Obedience. 1 Peter 4:1

of How We Got our Bible, on 
Wednesday, March 9 at 7 p.m. in 
the Bible Learning Center. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Please bring a 
Bible to class.
Titus Tuesday. Ladies, please join 
us Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at 9:30 
a.m. (please arrive at 9:15 a.m. to 
pick up brunch items and settle in) 
as Carrie Smith teaches the Bible 
lesson “It is Wise to Safeguard 
Your Sexuality.” The second hour 
class “Make and Take Wooden 
Plaque” will be led by Jen Huff 
and Amy Johnson. Child care 
and a home school class will be 
provided.
Teacher Needed for a short gospel 
lesson one Sunday each month at 
The Waterford (Alzheimer’s Unit) 
on South 27th Street. A musician/
singer is also needed. If you can 
spare one hour a month, contact 
Tom Price at 402-792-9331.
Several workers are needed to 
care for children in the beginning 
walker’s room during the second 
hour on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402-
435-0877 if you are interested in 
serving in this way.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.

Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
Resources at the top of the page. 
Then, click on Live Stream. The 
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets Wednesday from 
5-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Parents. We have been practicing 
fire/tornado and lock-down drills 
in the children’s classes. We are 
thinking about safety for all ages 
and working hard to be prepared if 
an emergency should arise.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church
Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Sisters 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Clothing Outlet 8 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Titus Tuesday 9:30 a.m.
No Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.

Awana
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Issues in Our Contemporary World
Choir 7–8:30 p.m.

How We Got the Bible 7 p.m.
No Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Saturday
High School Ski Trip

Visitation Training Class 9 a.m.

Future Events
March 13

Daylight Saving Time Begins

March 14
Door to Door 6:15 p.m.

March 16
Cookie Dough Pickup 6–8:30

March 19
Boys of Faith Pinewood Derby

March 20
Baptism

March 25
Good Friday
Communion

March 27
Resurrection Sunday

April 2
Outreach Garage Sale 

at Event Center

April 12
Titus Tuesday InterMission 
(Brunch Break) 6:30 p.m.

April 15, 16
AO Spring Retreat

April 23
Men’s Breakfast

April 24
Congregational Meeting 5 p.m.

April 29, 30, May 1
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May 26–29
Girls of Grace Camp

June 13–18
Senior High Camp

July 11–15
Vacation Bible School

August 6–9
Boys of Faith Camp

August 10–13
Junior High Camp


